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S.B. COUHTY. An expanded

effomsnnderwaytonnse‘ K

; po]lutants ot of Inland
resources. -

- BY DAVID DANELSKI‘ .

AND JENNIFER eomes
, THE PRESS-ENTERPRISE
Water pie érough to’drmk
. Bpillsfmmanironpipe,themost
visible -.sign -of . stepped-up’
efforts t6 remové groundwater
pollution spreading from| a Rial-

’ to-areatueltanktaxm.

.'The fuel \storage complex, a
108~acre labyritith of fanks and’
Interstate pipelines, is believed
tohave caused a broad plume of
underground ‘pollution that-
extends more than a mile and

A12_TuRsDAY, snpmmm 17, 2008 prcwre

, Funova on report of
fuel leaks at ln!and fuel tank farm

o threal!ens drinklng water wen.q

'I‘he ‘tak “ farm'g- . principal
‘owier, Houston-] biased Kinder
‘Morgan ‘Energy Partners, has -
been- pumping  fuel-tainted °
water and treaﬁng itto slow the .
spread of MTBE; a saspected’

. cancer-causing- gasoline addi-’

tive, and other pollution. The

cleansed wateris pumped tutoa -
ditch, where it forms a babbling

bmokmthwﬂdﬂowers growing

alongside, ¢ .

Another pumpmg operation at

the tank: fﬁm’. is: recovering as i
“much as 250 gallohs a week of ;i fo

gasohne, diesel andnther fuels:
from * subterran, pools as

t!m:k as 4 feet that ﬂoat on the”

groundwater
. A little more than a’ year ago;
. several elected officials, includl

" YA
ing' U.S.” Sen. Bighara ‘Boxex, . 5 : R
, Govemment representaﬁves

called for a stépped-up investi-
gatlon ‘and cleanup after The
Press- Enterprise reporfed that
‘thie’ tank ' farm ‘had - polluted
groundwaﬁer for’ décades and
that MTBE was moving toward
dnnldng—waterwells.

Since then, 52 test wells have
been. -dritled . dnd - more are
plannedtoleambowfarthepoL
. Intion 'has ‘spread. and,-how

potent 1t s; state water orﬁcials

1p, this yearhas
pused on pumplng and {reat-
g the groundwater'as ‘well as
the rémoval: 6f undﬂuted firel

~that" has - paaled ‘on top of
. groundwater,’ L

and tank farm officials say they
are pleased with the cleanup’s
progress. But mitch more work:

. needs to be done.

Removing pollution tnat has
leakedﬁ‘omthetankfarmforas

‘long as 25-years could take a

decade, safd Kei Williams, who
‘supérvises the cleanup for the
state’s Santa .Ana - Regional
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" Wellsin]eopardy o

Tog not clear whether the pol-
lution will reach two

water wells gbout a mile from

, the ‘tank farm. ‘Contamination -

‘. hasbeen found within 1,000 feet *

.. of the West San_Bernardino"

Co Cnunty Water Distfict wells.' -

** ' *Tt'8 160 early to say that” said -

RoseScott,ageologistandinvea-

. tigator for the regional water

hoard. She said she hopes that a
_second Water treatment system
“that will be built next week, wﬂ.l
- help slow the pollution. *

... The “pump-and-treat” -sys-
tems pull polluted water, from
the ‘ground and run it through
carbon filteré that scrub out
MTBE, benzens and other
harmrul chemicals from gaso-

liné contamination. What bub- -

" ples out meets drinking water
.. standards, according to the
" régional water board. .
" The pollution plume’ appears
to be shrinking from its leading-
edge, said Anthony Araiza, gen-
eral mapager of the water dis-
frict. “Is it enough? I don't
know.” The water district
- servesabout 60,000 peoplein the
.. Surrounding area. .
Kinder Morgan has tentatively
‘agreed topay Arajza’s agency for.
replacement wellsifneceseary

New concern

. : Araiza said he's how more con-
cemed about recent discoveries -
. of perchlorate i’ the groundwa-
- ter from a source or sources
other than the tank farm. The
.chemical, used in rocket fuel,
can damage the thyroid gland.
Kurt Berchtold, the water
board’s assistant executive
officer, said that perchlorate,
. appears’ to' be. séeping from’
upstream SouUrces. Lowlevelsof
- the echemical — 11 parts per bil-,
lion pérts-of water — have been
detected. The state’s recom-
mended limit for drinking water
i iMparts pet billion. .: :
" .; The tank farto operators have _
agreed to test for perchiorate as

they continue to invesﬁgate the .

The cleanup this year‘ .
has focusedon pumpzng
andtreating the ,
groundwater as well as:
the removal of . _
undzluted fuel that has
pooledonitopof
graundwater. Lastyear,
cleanup was lzmzted
‘mostlyty vacuumzng

- fuel fumes from the sozl. :

_extent of the 'pdﬁution ‘,ﬂfom '

gasoline and other fuels, .
In addition, the U.'S, Environ-
mental Protection Agency has
ordered them fo'make repairs
and take measures to prevent
leaks and contain spilis. ’
Williams said he doesn’t know,
how mugh the cleanup has and
will cost Kmder Morgan and its
petroleum - dompany tenants,

But he added that he wouldn't |

be surprised-if it reached mil-
lionsofdollars. .
Kinder Morgan - spokesman

Larry Plerce said the companyis’’

K - not disclosing its cleanup costs.

"Everythmg is on plan and'
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going. well,” Plerce said. “We

.will continue to work with them

- {the state water board and the"

~Water district) and keep making :

", progress,”™

-''The tank rarm is on the route
.of pipelinés that ship gasoline
and other fuel products as far ag
: Las Vegas and Phoenix Jthas 47 -
above-ground ‘storage . tanks.
.that can hold 63 million g&llons
"~ ofgasolfne, diesel andjet fuel.
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Last year, Kinder- Morgan
.officials said thaf, more aggres-
sive’ pump-and -treat strategies

were -unwairanted.  But
. Williams . said the _colnpany
agreed todo them after test well
results showed more contami-

nation than' was previously |
believed tobe present, -

tark, farm sits on .an

The
- ‘under, und water basin that
. ‘straddies . Riverside -and San

Bemardino counties and is a
| key soutce of Inland drinkin,
‘watersupplies. Itis replenished

. b‘y r-ain and melted ENOW.
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